










Inclusive Postsecondary Education (IPSE)

●IPSE programs are typically for students without high 
school diplomas (certificate or SC Employability 
Credential)

●Most IPSE programs require students to have a diagnosed 
intellectual disability (ID) for admission (this is tied to CTP 
funding)





scipsec overview

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Z8X8BHwNamU






Between 2021-2025:

77%
of graduates of SC inclusive 

postsecondary education programs 
were employed at graduation.



Applying to 
IPSE 

Programs in 
SC



Admission Considerations
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CarolinaLIFE
● Located at The University of South Carolina, in 

Columbia, SC

● Support provided in 5 domains: 
○ Academic Instruction
○ Social Engagement
○ Independent Living
○ Career & Employment
○ Personal Development

●Big campus experience!
●Partnership with The Lantern hotel



ClemsonLIFE

●Located at Clemson University, near Greenville, SC 

●2-year basic program or 4-year advanced program

●Biggest Program in SC & most well-known program 
nationally

●Big campus experience!

●Partnership with The Shepherd Hotel



CharlestonLIFE
●Located at College of Charleston in Charleston, SC 

●4-year program 

●Only program in SC that can accept students without 
a formal ID diagnosis

●4 domains of support: 
○ Academics
○ Social development
○ Independent living

○ Career development



CoastalLIFE
●Located at Coastal Carolina 

University near Myrtle Beach 
●4 year program 
●4 domains of support:

o Academics

o Career Education and Training

o Independent Living

o Social and Community Engagement 

●Busy street on campus, so safety skills 
are important! 



WinthropLIFE●Located at Winthrop University in 
Rock Hill, SC 
●Smaller program on a smaller 

campus
●5 domains of support: 
○Employment
○Self-determination
○Health and nutrition
○Social networking
○Independent living



USCA LIFE
●Located at USC Aiken, in Aiken, 

SC 

●2 or 4 year options

●Smaller campus



MidlandsLIFE

● 8 students will begin in the pilot 

cohort fall 2026!

● Virtual Information Session to be held 

September 15th

● Application for the 2027-28 academic 

year opens October 1st

● 2-year program

● non-residential



Do all IPSE 
programs focus on 
the same areas?

Do all IPSE 
programs support 
students in the 
same way/at the 
same level of 
intensity?

● It depends – It is important to 
do a search for yourself and 
ask questions to find the 
programs that meet your 
needs.

●No! Each IPSE program has a 
unique model of support. 
Some have paid staff living in 
dorms/apartments WITH IPSE 
students. Others have no paid 
staff in a residence hall with 
IPSE students. Others have 
variations of this. Ask 
questions & go visit!



There are SO many programs out there!
●There are 353 IPSE programs in 

the United States!
●You can use 

www.thinkcollege.net to search 
through all the IPSE programs in 
the United States.

http://www.thinkcollege.net


Want more information about IPSE 
programs in South Carolina? 

●Visit the SCIPSEC website! 
●Events calendar includes 

program Open House 
dates, application dates, 
and more
●Sign up to receive our e-

newsletter

www.scipsec.com
Side-by-side Program 
Guide Resource

http://www.scipsec.com


Questions? 

Contact:

Rebecca Smith Hill, PhD, MSW
SCIPSEC Coordinator

smithrb@email.sc.edu

mailto:smithrb@email.sc.edu


Session Survey

Carolina B 1:30-2:30
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