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OSHA ETS (29 CFR 1910)
Occupational Exposure to COVID–19

for Healthcare Settings
Published June 21, 2021

https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-2021-06-21/pdf/2021-12428.pdf


Applicable OSHA Standards
Standard # Description

29 CFR part 1904 Recording and reporting occupational injuries and illnesses

29 CFR 1910.132 General requirements:  Personal protective equipment

29 CFR 1910.134 Respiratory protection

29 CFR 1910.141 Sanitation

29 CFR 1910.145 Specification for accident prevention signs and tags

29 CFR 1910.1020 Access to employee exposure and medical records

29 CFR 1910.1200 Hazard communication

https://www.osha.gov/laws-regs/regulations/standardnumber/1904
https://www.osha.gov/laws-regs/regulations/standardnumber/1910/1910.132
https://www.osha.gov/laws-regs/regulations/standardnumber/1910/1910.134
https://www.osha.gov/laws-regs/regulations/standardnumber/1910/1910.141
https://www.osha.gov/laws-regs/regulations/standardnumber/1910/1910.145
https://www.osha.gov/laws-regs/regulations/standardnumber/1910/1910.1020
https://www.osha.gov/laws-regs/regulations/standardnumber/1910/1910.1200


Components
Part Description

Subpart U ETS Scope

1910.502 Healthcare Requirements

1910.504 Mini Respiratory Protection Program (RPP)

1910.505 Severability

1910.509 Incorporation by Reference

• COVID -19 references virus and disease

• Intent for healthcare settings includes:
• COVID-19 risk determination of healthcare workers (HCWs) and 

support employees

• Provision of protection from hazard (COVID-19)

• Notification to HCWs/support employees of their rights



Subpart U- Scope
• Hazard background

• Findings from evidence-based literature

• Related OSHA citations

• Intent

• Publication in federal register – 6/21/2021

• Compliance Dates
• Specific to standard elements in 1910.502

• 14 days from publication – 7/6/2021

• 30 days from publication – 7/21/2021
• Paragraph (i) – Physical Barriers

• Paragraph (k) – Ventilation 

• Paragraph (n) – Training 



Covered Settings



1910.502 Healthcare
• Scope

• Definitions

• COVID-19 Plan

• Patient Screening & 
Management

• Standard and Transmission-
based Precautions

• PPE, including facemasks & 
respirators

• Aerosol-generating 
Healthcare/Postmortem 
Procedures

• Physical Distancing

• Physical Barriers*

• Cleaning & Disinfection

• Ventilation*

• Health Screening & 
Management

• Vaccination 

• Training*

• Requirement at no cost

• Record keeping

• Reporting

*Compliant by 7/21/2021



1910.504 Mini RPP
• 1910.134 requires provision on respirators 

if anticipate exposure to COVID-19
• May deny voluntary use of respirator if not in 

accordance with RPP

• If exposure not anticipated, and respirators 
used in lieu of facemasks Mini RPP
• Cannot deny voluntary use



1910.504 Mini RPP
• Employee Provided Respirators

• Must follow manufacturer’s instructions for use

• Track so not mistaken for another employee’s

• Do not wear when other hazards require respirator

• Employer Provided Respirators
• Provides training, to include inspection,  donning/doffing, 

limitations, etc.

• Ensures proper user seal checks

• Ascertains reuse only occurs under certain conditions

• Discontinues use for reported symptoms that may impede 
capability for use or if previously documented medical evaluation 
that prohibited use



• Subpart U sections are:
• Separate from other sections and provisions

• Subject to “maximum effect to the provision permitted 
by law, unless such holding shall be one of utter 
invalidity or unenforceability”

• Severable from other sections and provisions when 
invalid or unenforceable

1910.505 Severability



• Incorporates references from various 
agencies
• CDC, ANSI, ISEA, EPA, etc.

• All incorporated references are date 
specific 

1910.509 Incorporated by Reference



• Provided and recorded on effective date

• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YIB1TZS3pBE

OSHA ETS  - Recorded Webinar

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YIB1TZS3pBE


OSHA ETS Resources

• https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-2021-06-
21/pdf/2021-12428.pdf

• https://www.osha.gov/coronavirus/ets
• http://www.scosha.llronline.com/outreach/training.aspx#

• https://spice.unc.edu/coronavirus-resource-page/

https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-2021-06-21/pdf/2021-12428.pdf
https://www.osha.gov/coronavirus/ets
http://www.scosha.llronline.com/outreach/training.aspx
https://spice.unc.edu/coronavirus-resource-page/


Other Relevant Guidance
• Interim IPC Recommendations to Prevent SARS-CoV-2 

Spread in Nursing Homes (3/29/2021) 

• Updated Healthcare Infection Prevention and Control 
Recommendations in Response to COVID-19 
Vaccination (4/27/2021)

• Medicare and Medicaid Programs; COVID–19 Vaccine 
Requirements for Long-Term Care (LTC) Facilities and 
Intermediate Care Facilities for Individuals With 
Intellectual Disabilities (ICFs–IID) Residents, Clients, and 
Staff

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/long-term-care.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/infection-control-after-vaccination.html
https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-2021-05-13/pdf/2021-10122.pdf


LTCF Vaccination Resources



Resources
• Carolinas Centers for Medical Excellence (CCME)

• SC COVID-19 Vaccination Toolkit For Residents/Staff
• Presented as performance improvement initiative

• Addresses barriers with corresponding strategies

• Provides hyperlinked resources from CDC and CMS
• Including training materials







Resources
• COVID-19 Vaccine Process Guide/Checklist for LTCFs

• Provided jointly by:
• CMS Quality Improvement Organizations (QIO) and 

Healthcare Innovative Network (HQIN)

• Identifies critical steps in vaccine provision
• Pre-vaccination Administration

• Provider Agreement, education, consent obtainment, etc.

• Vaccination Administration Day

• Post-Vaccination Administration

• Provides hyperlinked resources
• Including list of participating providers







Resources
• DHEC

• COVID-19 Myths and Facts flyer (CR-012905)
• English (page 1) and Spanish (page 2) 

• COVID-19 Frequently Asked Questions 
• English (CR-012857) and Spanish (CR-012924)

• Benefits of Being Fully Vaccinated flyer (CR-012929)
• English (page 1) and Spanish (page 2) 

• Vaccination Line, 1-866-365-8110
• Every day 7 AM until 7 PM

• Vaccine Locator
• Online resources to identify vaccine providers by zip code

All Available Vaccine Outreach Materials

https://scdhec.gov/sites/default/files/Library/CR-012905.pdf
https://scdhec.gov/sites/default/files/Library/CR-012857.pdf
https://scdhec.gov/sites/default/files/Library/CR-012924.pdf
https://scdhec.gov/sites/default/files/Library/CR-012857.pdf
https://vaxlocator.dhec.sc.gov/
https://scdhec.gov/covid19/covid-19-vaccine/vaccine-outreach-materials


Resources
• CDC

• LTCF Vaccination Toolkit
• Tiles for specific topics

• Preparing Staff & Residents, Safety, FAQs, Additional Resources

• Tracking and reporting vaccination coverage section

• Downloadable flyers and posters
• Answering Common Questions About COVID-19 Vaccines

• Staff and Residents

• COVID-19 Reasons to Get Vaccinated

• All of Our Tools 

• Why Get Vaccinated

• Fact Sheet About mRNA Vaccines

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/toolkits/long-term-care/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/toolkits/long-term-care/downloads/answering-staff-questions.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/toolkits/long-term-care/downloads/answering-residents-loved-ones-questions.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/downloads/COVID-19-LTCF-staff-poster-reasons-to-vaccinate-today.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/downloads/all-of-our-tools.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/downloads/why-get-vaccinated.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/downloads/vaccines/facts-covid-vaccines-english-508.pdf


Resources
• CDC LTCF Vaccination Toolkit

• Preparing Staff 
• Appendix A Communication and Confidence checklist

• References guide below and flyers/posters on previous slide

• Appendix B Conversation Starter Guide
• Developed as an on-line meeting

• 60-minute timeframe

• Use of “COVID-19 Vaccine Basics: What Healthcare Personnel 
Need to Know” slide deck

• Downloaded and placed in vaccine resource folder

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/toolkits/long-term-care/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/downloads/Appendix-A-Communication-Confidence-Checklist.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/downloads/Appendix-B-Conversation-Starter.pdf




Resources
• Vaccine Safety

• Vaccine Adverse Event Reporting System (VAERS)
• How to report events

• Reporting checklist

• V-SAFE
• After Vaccination Health Checker

• Smartphone-based tool

• Requires registration

• Printable resources
• Multiple languages

https://vaers.hhs.gov/reportevent.html
https://vaers.hhs.gov/docs/VAERS 2.0_Checklist.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/safety/vsafe.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/safety/vsafe/printresources.html


Hai_section@dhec.sc.gov


